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It’s Friday evening, February 15, and in looking back over the week I am struck with a

sense of deja vue. Just a week ago I sat in this same place, contemplating the tragic events hardly

24 hours old. Just sixty miles away from my home, in the Kirkwood community in St. Louis, a

frustrated citizen went on a shooting spree. The continual news coverage told how the embittered

Charles “Cookie” Thornton entered a city zoning committee meeting and opened fire, killing five

people and wounding two others before he was shot and killed.

Now, one week later and with the shock of the Kirkwood shooting still fresh in our

hearts, we are overwhelmed with the news of a number of other shootings across our land. As a

Christian, I struggle with the events, and the role that God’s protection (or lack of it) plays into

the situation. As a pastor, I grope for ways to give my congregation valid and biblical answers to

these and related questions.

In the aftermath of each shooting we saw reporters scurrying around doing what reporters

do — trying to discover the answers to the age-old basic journalist’s questions: who, what, when,

where, why and how. I, too, have pondered the questions – primarily just two of them – and the

answers I’ve come up with are not those we’re likely to see on the evening news report.

Why?

My first question is “Why?” Nearly every reporter is asking this same question with each

new shooting. They offer answers that range from anger over perceived mistreatment, to

rejection by a past girlfriend, to lack of medication.



However, in pondering this question I have found answers that run a bit deeper than the

news reports give to us. This is not an exhaustive list, but I certainly feel these are a few things

God’s Word gives in reply to our “why?”

 Although man was created basically good, after the fall we are all basically evil.

The world wants to tell us that man is growing better and better, and before too long we

will pull ourselves up by our bootstraps and make this a perfect world. Those who want to

believe this offer some interesting arguments. The advances in man-devised technology are

unbelievable, and the rate of advances is growing exponentially. New products barely hit the

market before they are outdated by the next generation of “newer and better” products.

Many argue that such advancement is true for mankind himself, and in some ways that is

true. We’re told that people are growing taller, living longer and are regularly breaking records

for strength and endurance. But in looking at this physical evidence people fail to consider what

is on the inside of man. Jeremiah addresses this overlooked issue as he writes, “The heart is

deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9) With hearts

that are so “desperately wicked,” it shouldn’t surprise us too much when we see events like we

have seen lately.

Wrong is not dealt with.

I remember, as a kid, listening to Jerry Clower albums. Most of Jerry’s material was

comedy bits loosely based upon his life in rural Mississippi, but occasionally he would address a

more serious issue. I remember one album “cut” where he said something like this: “There are

some overly-educated folks in this country that are telling us that punishment does not prevent

crime. Well I can tell you one thing… those folks never stole a pie out of my mama's pie safe!”



He then told about taking one of his mother’s pies, the switching she gave him when she

discovered the pie missing, and how that punishment convinced him to never do that again.

You won’t be surprised to know that Jerry Clower wasn’t the first one to learn that

lesson, nor was he the first one to teach it. In fact, the wise man of old gives the negative side of

that same truth: “Because sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the

heart of the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil.” (Eccl. 8:11)

I see two key elements in the first part of this admonition — adequate punishment

(“sentence”) and timely punishment (“executed quickly.”) When punishment is inadequate or

untimely the hearts of people within a population will become fully committed to doing evil.

Is punishment for crime adequate (i.e., severe enough) in our country to deter crime? Is

punishment timely? We all know the only honest answer to both questions is “no.” In light of

this verse, if punishment is neither adequate nor timely why do we stand in amazement that

crimes are becoming more frequent and criminals more brazen?

And you might as well brace yourself; it’s only going to get worse unless “we the people”

take a stand and say we won’t stand it anymore! Don’t blame the politicians (although they

certainly share in the blame). If you want it to be different – you must make a difference!

According to Proverbs, there is an additional benefit to properly dealing with

troublemakers. It is a truth I saw played out in living color while working as a substitute teacher.

In case you don’t remember your school days, the substitute teacher is on the bottom rung of the

food chain. He or she is instantly the target for every would-be show-off, shyster and goof-off in

the classroom. Solomon wrote: “When the scoffer is punished, the naive becomes wise...” (Prov.

21:11). One thing I found during those trying days, based upon this very passage, was that if I’d



take a stand and hold my ground with the biggest troublemaker in the class, the rest of the

students usually didn’t give me too much grief.

While this principle applies to students in high school, its application is far broader than

the classroom. If our society would say “Enough!” and start administering adequate and timely

punishment for crimes, it would foreseeably keep many would-be troublemakers from getting

into trouble in the first place. Here again, “society” begins with you and me! And until we make

that stand, we will only see the wicked increase in their numbers as well as their depth of

wickedness.

Holding onto resentment and fighting battles we should give up to God.

It’s not my place to be judge or jury for any of those that committed the recent shootings.

God will judge them, and I choose to leave that in His capable hands. Nevertheless, with the

evidence that has surfaced and in light of the teachings of God’s Word, I think there are some

things we can safely say were wrong.

By his own admission, plus the statements of his own family, Cookie Thornton felt he

had been mistreated and decided to take things into his own hands. This seems to describe many

of the other gunmen as well, but that approach is contrary to the Scriptural way of handling such

matters: “Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is

written, vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” (Rom. 12:19)

To whatever degree Cookie was right or wrong in this situation, it is obvious that he was

holding onto a grudge he should have given up to God. Even if he was mistreated, it was not his

place to take vengeance.



Maybe this is the harvest of the seeds we have sown.

Last week, in pondering the tragedy of the Kirkwood shooting, I couldn’t help but notice

that the killing of these five innocent victims happened just two days after Missouri’s

presidential primary. In reviewing the breakdown of the voting I was terribly saddened, although

far from surprised: Of the 1.2 million who voted, 800,000 supported candidates that openly

support abortion! That means a full one-third of those voting in the primary apparently didn’t

care enough about innocent murder victims to let it influence how they voted. Equally disturbing

is the fact that over 70% of our registered voters didn’t care enough about these innocent victims

to even get out and cast their vote at all. Sadly, I find that the voting in many states are likewise

weighted toward pro-abortion candidates.

With such disregard for innocent victims, dare we wonder that God is removing more and

more of His protection over other innocent victims? If we sow such disdain for the lives of

millions as we vote, dare we gasp when God allows us to reap the needless deaths of so few

additional innocent victims? Dare we question His lack of concern for five, for twenty-one, or

for thirty-three innocent victims when just days ago we showed our own disregard for millions?

It seems that with nearly every election somebody says, “But Bro. Don, you don’t

understand.  My grandfather would roll over in his grave if I didn’t vote for ‘the party,’”

(whichever party that may be; and I’ve heard it from people on both sides of the aisle).  My

reply: “You think so?!  I’d think it’s far more likely that he’d roll over in his grave if he knew

that you voted for a candidate that supports abortion!”  But whether your grandfather would roll

over in his grave matters little, for it was Jesus Christ that went to the grave for you.  And in that

death you were bought with a price, and are to glorify God in your body – and that includes how

you vote!



There is no way that we can legitimately pass off our responsibilities – both our own

personal accountability and involvement – in this matter.  If you vote for a candidate, knowing

his or her pro-abortion stand, and that candidate helps to enact laws that make abortion easier or

even fails to support laws that would curtail that evil practice, you become an accomplice in the

deaths of those innocent babies. It’s just that simple.

What Now?

My second question is “What Now?”  Now that the dust has settled, and we find our

supposedly secure world shattered, what are we to do?

Be a realist, not a reactionist.

Maybe you’ve heard the old joke about the woman who received a call from her bank

telling her that her checking account was overdrawn. She immediately replied, “Well that just

isn’t possible because I still have all these checks in my checkbook.”

Like this lady, we often come to bad conclusions because we make a knee-jerk reaction

based on faulty thinking. In troubling times like today, it’s certainly easy to react in ways that are

not well thought out or are based on faulty thinking. Becoming paranoid is one way we can be

reactionary; we are scared that the boogyman is behind every turn in the road. We are scared to

go to work, scared to take our kids to school and scared to even go out at all. “Cocooning” – i.e.,

holing up in our own little world and not letting anyone else get close enough to harm us –

becomes our way of escape; but that is not the biblical way of coping with such circumstances.

Another baseless reaction is to pretend that there is no problem – to bury our heads in the

sand. Yet the Psalms constantly show the godly man as being one that is well aware of, and often

closely associated with, the trouble that is all around him. So the “ignore it and it will go away”

approach doesn’t seem to fit the Bible pattern either.



Yet another knee-jerk reaction based on faulty thinking is to start calling for gun control.

I really appreciated both the humor and the wisdom in a bumper sticker I once saw: “Outlawing

guns to prevent violence is like outlawing spoons to prevent obesity!”

Those determined to eat will do so even if all the spoons are removed. Similarly, those

determined to hurt others will not be deterred by the removal of guns. As some of you old-time

gamers know, the revolver is only one of several weapons Colonel Mustard might choose to use

in the Conservatory. Attempting to prevent crime by removing a particular instrument of

violence is short-sighted in that it fails to understand that there are many more instruments that

are readily available and will be used instead. And more importantly, it fails to address the real

motivation for violence, which is the heart of man.

Times like these require that we be realists instead of reactionists. We need to realize that

evil is alive and well in our world today and it is growing worse. We need to understand that

incidents like the one in Kirkwood could happen in our community, but not let that make us

paranoid. We need to accept that we should take reasonable measures to make our home and

family as safe as possible, but we can’t remove all risks in life.

Most of all, we must realize and act upon the fact that the only real place for safety is in

the arms of God. Psalm 46 speaks well to our present circumstances, and to our needs within

those circumstances.  Like two bookends, verses 1 and 11 summarize the truths of the Psalm:

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. The Lord of hosts is with us; the

God of Jacob is our refuge.” And in verse 10 we find just how God can be our fortress. Even

with the storm raging all around, we must “Be still, and know that I am God…” Safety comes

not from being a reactionist, but in being a realist that relies on God as the only place of true

safety.



Conclusion

We have dealt with two questions — Why? and What Now? — but these questions raise

additional questions you must ask yourself and settle the answer between you and God:

• Are you relying, or just reacting?

• Does your voting record show that you’re attempting to be part of the solution? If not, you’re

probably part of the problem. Are you willing to correct that and take a God-honoring stand

as you vote in November?  Are you willing to lay aside family traditions when they conflict

with the principles of God?

• Are you willing to take a stand, doing what you can to see that the guilty face punishment

that is both adequate and timely? Are you willing to let your voice be heard in support of

needed changes in how justice is served in our local, state, and national governments?

• Do you have resentment or feelings of vengeance you need to turn over to God?  Take it to

Him, and leave it with Him…, and don’t chance being the next one to wreak havoc on the

lives of people around us.


